
Public Engagement Policy for Online Public Meetings 

 

On March 18, 2020 Governor Whitmer issued Executive Order 2020-15 allowing, on a 

temporary basis, public meetings and hearings to be held remotely via video 

conferencing so that the risk of spreading of coronavirus (COVID-19) could be reduced. 

The City of Dowagiac will hold its regularly scheduled Council meeting via 

teleconference and will post the meeting access link and phone number on the City of 

Dowagiac’s website by noon on the Friday before the regularly scheduled meetings 

which occur on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month. 

The City will use Zoom as its video conference provider. People will have the 

opportunity to join the meeting via video conferencing or by telephone. 

ONLINE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT POLICY: 

The agenda for regular meetings of Dowagiac’s City Council provide for 

“Comments from the Audience” near the beginning of the meeting, which 

allows a portion of the meeting to be dedicated to public comment.    

 

During this time, the public may address the Council regarding items on the 

agenda, general City functions, or ask questions of Council or staff. The Mayor 

will recognize persons wishing to address Council. One person will be allowed to 

talk at any given time so that all have the opportunity to hear.  

 

Since this will be the first time the city has attempted an interactive remote 

meeting, we want to be accessible even if a technology glitch occurs during the 

meeting. One way to provide a way for people to ask questions in advance of 

the meeting. 

 

To avoid the possibility of a technical glitch during the meeting, questions and 

comments may be submitted in advance by emailing: bhartline@dowagiac.org 

or calling:  269.783.2531 by 12pm on the day of the City Council meeting.  

Correspondence received by noon on the day of a City Council meeting will be 

distributed to Council prior the meeting. Please include your name and address 

so the City Clerk can accurately place your comments in the public record. 

 

Responses to questions and concerns will be given by the Mayor or City 

Manager. 

 

Any questions on this Policy for Public Engagement for Online Public Meetings should be 

directed to Kevin Anderson, City Manager at:  KAnderson@dowagiac.org or by calling:  

269.783.2530 
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